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FIRST OLBIIL ERA KELULAU RPPL NO. 1-49

Eighth Regular Session, October 198%Intro. as S. BILL No. 324, SD1,
SD2, SD3)

AN ACT
To establish the Palau Visitor Authority and abolish the Palau Tourist
Commission, to repeal the existing Section 900 of the Palau District
Code, Palau Public Law Nos. 68(2)-4 and 4-4-8, and for other purposes.

THE PEOPLE OF PALAU REPRESENTED IN THE OLBIIL ERA KELULAU DO ENACT AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Short title. This Act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Tourism Reorganization Act of 1982."

Section 2. Declaration of policy. It is hereby declared the

policy of the Government of the Republic of Palau to promote and
encourage the development of a visitor industry in Palau and to make
it a responsibility of all visitor-oriented government and quasi-
govermment agencies to assist and participate in the implementation of
this policy.

Section 3. Palau Visitor Authority established as a public

corporation. The Palau Visitor Authority is hereby established as a
public corporation to carry out the purpose and policy of this Act.

Section 4.Board of directors, created, composition, terms.

(a) There shall be a Board of Directors of the Palau Visitor
Authority which shall consist of the following members who shall serve
the following terms:

Seven members appointed by the President, subject to advice and
consent of the Senate; provided that, three of the members shall be
duly licensed tour operators in the Republic of Palau; and provided
further, that three of the members shall serve an initial term of two

years and four of the members shall serve an initial term of three
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RPPL NO. 1-49
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years. After the initial terms are completed appointments shall be
for terms of two years. Any member may be reappointed for additional
terms.
(b) Vacancies iIn the membership of the Board shall be filled
in the same manner to complete the term of the original member.
(c) Members of the Board shall be compensated pursuant to law.
(d) Members of the Board shall serve at the pleasure of the
President and may be removed without cause.

Section 5.0rganization, meetings, quorum.

(a) The Board of Directors shall meet and organize by the
election of i1ts Chairman at an annual meeting to be held on the third
Monday 1n January of each year. The Board shall meet at such times as
the Board shall determine or as otherwise specified by law.

(b) The First meeting of the Board shall be called by the
Minister of National Resources, who shall preside as temporary
chairman until a permanent chairman iIs selected.

(c) At the First meeting of the Board and annual ly thereafter,
members of the Board shall by majority vote select a chairman from
their own membership, who shall preside at all meetings. At the same
time they shall likewise select a vice chairman to serve as presiding
officer iIn the absence of the chairman.

(d) A quorum shall consist of a majority of all voting mem-
bers. All business shall be conducted by a majority vote of those
present unless otherwise provided by law or the Rules of Procedures
adopted by the Board.

Section 6. Rules of Procedure. The Board of Directors shall

adopt rules of procedure consistent with this Act.
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Section 7. Managing Director. The Authority shall hire a

Managing Director who shall not be a members of the Board of Directors

and who shall report to the Chairman of the Board. The Managing
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Director shall be responsible for the daily operations and affairs of

the Authority and for supervision of other employees of the Authority.

The Authority may hire additional staff as may be necessary to carry

out 1ts responsibilities. The Managing Director and other staff of

the Authority shall be compensated as determined by the Board.

Section 8.Powers and duties. It shall be the duty and

responsibility of the Authority to:

(a) Implement the policy declared in this Act;

(b) Implement the Republic of Belau Tourism Master Plan after
its adoption;

(c) Attract visitors to Palau;

(d) Conduct progranms of advertising, publicity and promotion
designed to familiarized the travelling public with Palau;

(e) Recommend to the President of the Republic necessary or
desirable public policies and programs to increase and improve the
number of tourist facilities in Palau, including the construction of
additional hotel rooms, airport and affiliated facilities and attrac-
tions which would facilitate the entry of visitors to Palau;

(f) Encourage the participation of foreign and local private
capital 1n the development of tourism iIn Palau;

(g) Recommend efficient procedures to clear visitors through
immigration and customs;

(h) Recommend steps to improve communication between visitors
and members of the comrunity;

(i) Promote the manufacture of local handicrafts and artifacts
and to help establish standards of quality;

(J) Provide liaison between government and private agencies
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and business iIn the promotion of a visitor industry in Palau;
(k) Promulgate regulations to carry out the provisions of this

Act, such regulations to be immediately transmitted to the Olbiil Era
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Kelulau and subject to legislative veto of the Olbiil Era Kelulau for
ninety days following promulgation; and

(1) Take any other specific steps as may be necessary to carry
out its responsibilities.

Section 9. Accounts and records. The Authority shall maintain

accurate accounts and records which shall be subject to audit and
inspection as prescribed by law.

Section 10.Funding. The Board of Directors may receive,
manage, iInvest and spend pursuant to law money or other property,
real, personal, or mixed, which may be appropriated, granted, given,
bequeathed, devised, endowed, or in any manner received from any
source for the purposes set forth herein.

Section 11 Suits. The Authority may sue and be sued in its
corporate name, provided that it shall be subject to suit only in the
manner provided for suits against the Republic of Palau; provided
further that any liability incurred by the Authority shall not be a
liability of the Republic of Palau or any subdivision thereof. The
Chairman of the Board, the Vice-Chairman in the absence of the
Chairman, and the Managing Director are authorized to accept service
or to be served on behal T of the Authority. The Minister of Justice
of the Republic of Palau shall represent the Authority in all legal
actions.

Section 12 Annual report. The Authority shall submit on or

before April 1 of each year an annual report to the President of the
Republic and the Olbiil Era Kelulau of its activities and a balance
sheet showing all revenues and expenditures.

Section 13 Transfer of property. Upon the effective date of
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this Act, the following property and funds shall be transferred to

the Authority:
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(a) All items of property, materials and equipment owned or
otherwise in the possession of the Palau Tourism Commission;

(b) All working capital, cash, accounts receivable and pay-
able, deposits, advances, appropriations, all books, records and
documents, and all other rights, obligations and privileges pertaining
to the operation of the Palau Tourist Commission.

Section 14 Repeal. Public Law No. 68(2)-4, Section 900 of
the Palau District Code, and Public Law No. 4-4-8 are repealed In
their entirety.

Section 15 Conflict of laws. Any law, rule or regulation in

conflict with the provisions of this Act are hereby superceded and
void to the extent of the conflict.

Section 16. Effective date. This Act shall take effect upon

i'ts approval by the President of the Republic of Palau, or upon its
becoming law without such approval, except as otherwise provided by

law.

Passed: November 5, 1982

Approved this 23 day of November 1982.
/s/

Haruo 1. Remeliik

President

Republic of Palau



